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Henry Smith Foundation Kindred Grants
Henry Smith’s Will provides for assistance to members of the Kindred (descendants of Henry Smith’s family) who are in financial need or on a low income through no fault of their own, for example because of ill health or caring responsibilities. Grants are typically made to support low-income households with essential living expenses or an unaffordable, essential or important one-off cost.
To be eligible, you must be a registered member of the Kindred (a verified descendant of Henry Smith’s family). Individuals are only eligible where their connection has been confirmed through our registration process.
As a registered member of the Kindred, you may apply for a grant if you are in financial need. As a charitable fund, grants are awarded based on financial need and are not an entitlement. We must ensure our grants support people in genuine need of financial help.
Each application is assessed on a case-by-case basis using the information supplied in the Kindred grant application form and supporting evidence.
We may also offer or signpost to additional support, such as specialist advice or services, depending on your circumstances.
If you live with a partner, you must make a joint application and provide information and evidence for you both.
We aim to make a decision on applications within 2 weeks, although it can take longer if we need additional information or an application is incomplete. If a grant is awarded, it can take up to 2 weeks for payment to clear.
Types of assistance available
· Regular assistance grant (working age)
Available where income falls short of essential expenditure. This is a monthly payment to help address a reasonable and unavoidable shortfall in a budget.
· Regular assistance grant (pension age)
Available where income is below twice the current Pension Credit amount. This is a quarterly payment to support essential day-to-day living costs.
· One-off grant
One-off grants are available where there is financial need and are for essential or important items or services only. For Kindred under 18, applications should be made by the person responsible for them.
These thresholds are used as a guide only. All applications are assessed on a case-by-case basis, and we may decide not to award a grant where there is a reasonable surplus or where financial need is not clearly demonstrated.

· Student grant
Student grants are available for members of the Kindred attending university for their first full-time degree.
Please refer to the Kindred Student Grants guidance for full details.
How to apply
Applications must be made using a Kindred grant application form.
Please contact the Kindred Team:
Email: kindred@henrysmith.foundation
Telephone: 020 7264 4970 (Option 2)
Post:
Henry Smith Foundation
Caledonia House, 3rd Floor
223 Pentonville Road
London N1 9NG

Eligibility and conditions
· You must be normally resident in the UK, including Crown Dependencies (Isle of Man, Jersey and Guernsey)
· Applications must demonstrate financial need
· You should be in receipt of, or have applied for, all eligible welfare benefits
Exceptions
We cannot consider awarding a grant if you have capital in excess of £40,000. This includes, but is not limited to:
· money held in current accounts, savings accounts, ISAs and Premium Bonds
· any equity in property that is not your main residence
· accessible private pension funds
Grants cannot be awarded retrospectively for goods or services already paid for or committed to.
We cannot consider requests to repay loans from friends or family.
We cannot consider awarding a grant towards legal fees, advice or representation.
Additional information
We may offer a referral to our independent specialist advice partner Pennysmart if we identify a need for support with welfare benefits, debt or budgeting. We may not be able to make a decision on an application where advice has been recommended but not yet taken up.
We cannot consider awarding a grant to clear non-priority debts such as credit cards, overdrafts or catalogues. Priority debts (e.g. rent, mortgage, Council Tax) will only be considered after professional advice has been sought and no reasonable solution is available.
Free and independent debt advice is available from organisations such as StepChange and National Debtline.

Use of funding and repeat requests
We aim to provide support where there is an unexpected or exceptional need that cannot reasonably be met from your income or resources.
We would normally expect applicants to manage costs that can be reasonably planned for over time.
We will not usually consider awarding a grant for repeated or high volumes of requests, or for costs that could reasonably be anticipated or budgeted for.

Supporting evidence
You will need to provide:
· 3 months’ bank statements for all accounts held (in your name and your partner’s, if applicable)
· 3 months’ payslips or other recent proof of income
· Latest accounts if you are self-employed
· Recent benefit award letters or statements, where applicable
For one-off grant requests, you will also need to provide supporting information about the item or cost you are requesting, such as:
· website links
· invoices
· quotes or estimates
Where appropriate will usually require more than one quote. We may request additional information where needed to complete the assessment.
Ongoing awards
Regular assistance grants are subject to a quarterly review. We ask you to contact us on or around the start of each quarter (January, April, July and October) to confirm that your circumstances remain unchanged so that your next payment can be released.
If we do not hear from you, payments may be delayed, although we will do our best to check in with you.
You must also inform us as soon as possible if there is any significant change in your circumstances, rather than waiting for the quarterly check-in.
This includes, but is not limited to:
· changes in income (for example, starting or leaving a job, or changes in hours)
· changes in benefits or other financial support
· changes in capital or savings (for example, receiving an inheritance or significant changes to balances)
· changes in expenditure
· changes in relationship status
· changes to your household
We rely on this information to ensure any award remains appropriate and we may adjust or stop a grant based on this.
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